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2. A building permit for the proposed house shall be applied for prior to or in 
conjunction with the building permit for the proposed storage building. 

3. Approved site plan shall be followed. 

4. Variance shall be considered void if building permits are not obtained and 
construction commenced within one year of the variance approval.    

5. Failure to comply with the terms of this variance may result in termination of 
the Variance. 

-------------------- 
Hearing Minut es:  
 
Zoning Administrator Nicole Bonde-Jones (NB) presented the request to the Board of 
Adjustment (BOA)  
MS - Where about on the map will the building site sit? Can you show us with the cursor? 
NB - Of the storage building or the house? 
MS - Both. 
NB - The Subject Site is kind of in the way. The storage building is going to be here and the 
house will be proposed somewhere over here. We haven't seen any plans for the proposed 
house or it might be in the site plan in the packet. 
MS - Ok. 
CP - The way the property line jogs in and out, is that a road right of way? 
NB - Yes, during reconstruction of 34 for storage of soil. 
TS - Do you have a topical map that shows the elevations? Is that in here? 
TM - We can pull it up on the website if you would like. It kind of rises from the road way 
and then drops back down. 
TS - So it's not huge but there is an elevation change? 
TM - Yes.  
NB - This photo kind of shows. This is from where the driveway would be looking through 
the site to the east so you can kind of see the topography in that photo.  
 
The BOA asked the applicant, Dennis Vosejpka (DV), to come forward to add comments or 
answer questions regarding the request. 
(Did not state name/address - Buyer) I am working with the Vosejpka's. I will be the property 
owner if this goes through after purchase. If you look at the maps of the road right of way, 
when this was all initially started back months ago, Beacon, the website that you use for 
reference, was wrong. It was all drawn wrong. The Vosejpka's went ahead, after I had a 
meeting with Trent saying yes all the setbacks would work for a building site there. What 
happened was Beacon was wrong, the maps were wrong and I consulted the Highway 
Department on that. I just asked them if that is legit? They said "No". It doesn't look that way. 
It looks like there was an easement there back in the 90's. If you go and look at the property, 
there is wetlands all around it and there is sufficient room there for a building and a house if 
that right of way didn't go at an angle. The right of way goes at an angle at the best point of 
that property and that's the whole problem here. If the right of ways were standard, the way 
they were, then it wouldn't be an issue but how the right of way goes in at an angle at the only 
prime part of that property where you can even think about putting anything is the issue there. 
They went ahead, previous to me digging out this easement, to go ahead and get all the deeds 
done. All that leg work done already and I found that a week before we were supposed to 
close. I am glad we found it prior to that but it's a question to me why that was never updated 
since the 90's and that has created a problem for us on this property. I don't know if you have 
done a site visit of the property. There is a big pond to the north side and there is wetlands 
that wrap around. There is sufficient room for a house and a building if we can have that 
easement. Like I said, it wouldn't have been an issue if that easement would have been 
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TM - No, it doesn't require the setbacks and things that are required for a home site. That is 
why we have the variance in front of you this evening. They are proposing to convert that 
into a home and also doing a waiver of plat to separate it off from there. 
CP - Are you talking building codes you mean? 
PB - I was just curious if it already is a residential structure. 
TM - It is not permitted as a residential structure at this time. 
TS - Normally under the conditions you need to have a permit applied for within a year. 
There is no timeline on these that it be done. 
TM - It is a requirement within the ordinance but we could specify that out by adding a 
condition. On condition #2 where it has the required permits for the conversion for the home 
shall be obtained, you can add into that within 1 year. 
TS - I would prefer that. 
MS - With that building, is there septic and a well and everything there? 
TM - Yes.  
 
The BOA asked the applicant, James Black (JB), to come forward to add comments or 
answer questions regarding the request. 
JB - I built the hog building but I should have built them 500-ft to the east at the time that I 
built them. We have some health issues in the family and I need to sell this piece of property. 
What we tried to do, we actually tried to sell 35 acres with a building site. Someone could 
have built a house 1500-ft away and we wouldn't be going through this. We found no one that 
was willing to do that and then we tried to sell 10 acres of which you could put livestock 
buildings on. No one cared to do that. So we went down to the 2.5 acres hoping that we can 
get it changed and get a variance for it. It has a compliant septic tank of which we have given 
the information to Trent. It has a complying well. Trent has that. We built that for us to 
eventually build a house on but circumstances have arose that changed things. 
 
Vice Chair Streiff opened the public testimony portion of the item to the public and the 
following spoke: 
 
David Estrem (DE) - We live right to the south of this property or home address but we own 
the building site across the road with the hog barns. I want to introduce my brother, Kevin; 
my partner, Kevin Estrem; and his two boys and my son are with us tonight. They are the 
future of Estrem Farms as we go forward here. I don't mean any disrespect to Jim or Pam or 
the nice young man that is buying the place. I don't mean to stand in the way of their, his 
future but I also have to look at Estrem Farms' future. I have told Jim and I told Grant that I 
know what they are trying to do and I understand it but the problem is down the road, if we so 
choose, more then likely will decide to build another hog barn for future expansion of our 
property with the next generation coming up. If we agree to a variance tonight, 1 year, 4 
years, 5, 10 years, whatever, we have to go back and ask for them to variance again for us to 
build a hog barn within reason of our property. I have a small problem with that and I told 
this young man that you can have a girlfriend, get married and two years later you are 
divorced and then you sell the property and then we will have a new person out there and I 
haven't really noticed a lot of people moving from town out to the country enjoy living next 
to the hog barns, saying nothing or letting us expand our operations without putting up a 
fight. I am really opposed to this. I don't know how we could achieve this. If there is anything 
you can put in writing. I asked Trent a little bit the other day and he didn't come up with 
anything. If there is anything a guy could put in writing that a variance would be somehow 
written in stone for this young man and Jim to be able to do what they want to do and so we 
are left down the road with our hands tied. I don't think anybody has come up with anything 
yet. 
 
Vice Chair Streiff closed the public testimony portion of the item to the public. 
 
Discussion: 
TS - Could we put in a reciprocal condition so that the farm can expand if they want to? Is 
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The findings were read by Bauer with the conditions as stated above and with the following 
additions by staff: 

 
TM: Utilizing the existing building site minimizes the impact on the cropland area. The site 
has screening to the road way and livestock buildings. The variance approval does not 
eliminate the expansion opportunities for the feedlot. 

 
Motion made, seconded, and approved.  

 

III.  Adjournment  

Hearing no other items before the BOA, a motion was made by Peters, second by Bauer, to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:29 pm. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Respectfully Submitted    Board of Adjustment Vice Chair 
 
 
         _____________________ 
Anna Aguilar       Michael Streiff 
Administrative Coordinator   
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
PLANNING DIVISION 

(507) 332-6113 • Fax (507) 332-6277 
www.co.rice.mn.us 

 

 
2018 Planning Commission & Board of Adjustment 

Meeting Dates and Deadlines (draft) 

 
 

Application 
Deadline 

Board of Adjustment/Planning 
Commission (PC) Meeting 

(Generally the Board of Adjustment meeting 
begins at 7:00 pm immediately followed by the 

Planning Commission meeting.) 

8:30 am Board of 
Commissioner Meeting 

for PC Items 

December 5 January 4 January 23 
January 5 February 1 February 13 

February 5 March 1 March 13 
March 5 April 5 April 24 
April 5 May 3 May 22 
May 5 June 7 June 26 
June 5 *July 12 July 24 
July 5 August 2 August 14 

August 5 September 6 September 25 
September 5 October 4 October 23 

October 5 November 1 November 13 
November 5 *November 29 December 11 

 
*Deviations from the 1st Thursday of the month 

 
 

2.4.a

Packet Pg. 10

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 2

01
8 

B
O

A
-P

C
 M

ee
ti

n
g

 D
at

es
_d

ra
ft

  (
D

O
C

-2
01

8-
4 

: 
20

18
-B

O
A

 M
ee

ti
n

g
 D

at
es

)





Ordinance Section 
503.07 and 509  
 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL  
If approved, conditions might include: 

1. The variance is to allow for a 30-ft by 40-ft livestock building located 0-ft from the west 
property line and 55-ft from the south property line, subject to compliance with all other 
Ordinance regulations. 

2. Approved site plan shall be followed. 

3. Variance shall be considered void if building permits are not obtained and construction 
commenced within one year of the variance approval.    

4. Failure to comply with the terms of this variance may result in termination of the Variance. 
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