Natural Resources
Rivers and Streams
There are over 300 miles of streams and rivers in Rice
County. Much of the county utilizes the watershed of
the Cannon River and its tributaries, including the
Straight River and Prairie Creek. A small portion of
southeastern Rice County flows into the North Branch
of the Zumbro River, and the northwestern corner of
the county lies in the Lower Minnesota River watershed
(Shakopee).

River: Natural stream of water that
flows in a channel with, more or
less, defined banks. Rivers are a
fundamental link in the hydrologic
cycle, and they play a major role in
shaping the surface features of the
Earth. River flow is sustained by
the difference between water
input and output. (Source MerriamWebster Dictionary)

Rivers play a vital role in the economy, ecology, and social fabric of communities. They
provide invaluable benefits to everyone - clean water, food, energy, as well many other
benefits that support economies and livelihood. Communities derive considerable benefit
from healthy rivers and pay considerable cost when
conditions decline.
Healthy river systems contribute to:
•

A healthier environment to live, work, and
play (swim and relax);

•

High quality water for homes, farms and
businesses;

•

Diverse ecological systems;

•

Recreational tourism and commercial fishing
opportunities;

•

An attractive and enjoyable destination for
industry, family and tourists.
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River systems are complex and diverse ecosystems that sustain diverse species of native
plants, fish, and animals; all of which assist in maintaining environmental balance. They:
•

Contain native fish that move, feed, and breed;

•

Contain a diversity of habitats to support a variety of plants and animals;

•

Contain healthy river bank vegetation which assists in stabilizing banks and slowing
erosion;

•

Provide sufficient depth and duration of flows for waterbirds to nest, breed, and raise
young;

•

Provide floodplain vegetation as food for native/domestic animals;

•

Replenish floodplains by depositing soil and nutrients;

•

Provide replenishment of groundwater storage.

Rice County Streams and Rivers

Click on the following map to access:
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=c4084a0566c94022a3c66fe8179eafa6
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