


the findings before making a motion to recommend approval, denial or to continue the item. 
All issues that require County Board approval will be heard 

at the August 14, 2018 meeting. 
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2. Waiver of Plat/Gruszewski - Sections 32 & 33, Northfield Township 
William & Marjorie Gruszewski have applied for a Waiver of Plat to create three 
parcels. The properties are described as: Part of the SE1/4 of the NE1/4 of Section 32 
and the W1/2 of the NW1/4 of Section 33, Northfield Township, Rice County, 
Minnesota. The current property address is: 14493 Ibson Ave, Nerstrand, MN 55053. 
PID #s: 08.32.1.75.001 & 08.33.2.25.001. The properties are Zoned A, Agricultural. 

 Motion by Peters, seconded by Bauer, to recommend approval of the Waiver of Plat 
with the following conditions and findings for William & Marjorie Grusz ewski. This 
properties are located in Sections 32 & 33 of Northfield Township. 

RESULT:  Referred for Approval  [Unanimous] 
AYES: Streiff, Bauer, Sammon, Peters, Wells 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL - Gruszewski - Waiver of Plat 
 
1. Each parcel shall only contain one single family dwelling.  
 
2. Any new construction on the parcels is to adhere to all Rice County codes and 
ordinances.  
 
3. The remaining parcel(s) shall not be further subdivided unless approved under the Rice 
County subdivision regulations.  
 
4. In-lieu park dedication fee of $500 shall be paid prior to recording of the new parcels.  
 
5. Recording of the new parcels shall be done within one year of the approval.  
 
-------------------- 
Hearing Minutes:  
 
Zoning Administrator Trent McCorkell (TM) presented the request to the Planning 
Commission (PC).  
JD - I have a question about the quarter quarter sections and building rights. 
TM showed quarter quarter lines. 
PB - Does this affect other properties? 
TM - The Waiver of Plat rearranges the lots but keeps the outside lines the same. 
 
The PC asked the applicant, William & Marjorie Gruszewski (WG & MG), to come forward 
to add comments or answer questions regarding the request. 
MG - We have nothing to add. Trent did a good job explaining it. 
PC has no questions. 
 
Chair Sammon opened the public testimony portion of the item to the public and no one 
spoke. 
 
Chair Sammon closed the public testimony portion of the item to the public. 
 
Discussion:   
CP - Looks pretty straight forward. 
PB - It has access. Looks good. 

 
Motion to recommend approval with stated conditions and findings made by Peters, seconded 
by Bauer, and approved.  
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3. Conditional Use Permit/Ahlman - Section 5, Warsaw Township 
Benjamin & April Ahlman have applied for a Conditional Use Permit to replace and 
elevate a cabin located within the floodplain. The property is described as: Lot 10 in 
the Anderson Subdivision in the SE1/4 of the SE1/4 of Section 5, Warsaw Township, 
Rice County, Minnesota. The property address is: 5190 Cannon Lake Trl, Faribault, 
MN 55021. PID #: 14.05.4.76.008. The property is Zoned GDS, General 
Development Shoreland. 

 Motion by Streiff, seconded by Bauer, to recommend approval of the Conditional Use 
Permit with the following conditions and findings for Benjamin & April Ahlman. Thi s 
property is located in Section 5 of Warsaw Township. 

RESULT:  Referred for Approval  [Unanimous] 
AYES: Streiff, Bauer, Sammon, Peters, Wells 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL - Ahlman - Conditional Use Permit 
 
 
1. The Conditional Use Permit is for the elevating on fill a replacement new cabin with 
the cabins lowest floor at an elevation of 982.8-ft or above being but not having fill a full 
15-ft around the new building, subject to compliance with all other applicable rules or 
regulations.  
 
2. The permittee shall comply with all rules, regulations, requirements, or standards of 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, 
Army Corps of Engineers and other applicable federal, state or local agencies.  
 
3. Failure to comply with these conditions may result in revocation of this permit. 
 
-------------------- 
Hearing Minutes:  
 
Zoning Administrator Trent McCorkell (TM) presented the request to the Planning 
Commission (PC).  
  
The PC asked the applicant, Benjamin & April Ahlman (BA & AA), to come forward to add 
comments or answer questions regarding the request. 
BA - We need to lift the cabin up. It needs to be one foot above the flood zone, so we will 
need to lift it 3-ft with fill. We don't want to impact neighboring properties with fill and that 
is why we came up with this plan.  Moving the cabin towards the lake would be an issue. It 
would be a slab on grad with retaining braces. I&S Engineering did the grading plans and 
work. The Highway department is OK with the fill going towards the road. 
TS - Access to the house would be the walkway and steps? 
BA - Yes. 
 
Chair Sammon opened the public testimony portion of the item to the public and the 
following spoke: 
Steve and Julie Lippert (SL) - We have a second tier lot and can currently see the top of their 
cabin. We are worried that our view will go away depending on how high they go. 
TS - Where is your house compared to this project? 
TM showed house and driveway in photos 
SL - We are concerned with obstruction of our view and possible devaluation of our property. 
MS - The project would meet height requirements as currently written. 
Chair called applicant back up. 
BA - I don't agree with the Lipperts that raising the cabin would block their view. The cabin 
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currently sits low and will still be under the 35-ft height limit after raising it. Their house is 
higher on the hill. It shouldn't block their view. I think it would be better and increase the 
neighboring property values.  
CP - How high are you lifting the cabin, 3-ft? 
BA - Yes, 3-ft higher than now. The cabin is 2 stories. 
PB - You added the 1/2 story loft to meet the square footage requirements, correct? 
BA - Yes. We're trying to stay within the required limits on everything the best we can. 
TS - Do we have elevation information for this area? 
MS - Yes, so we can see more clearly what the applicant is explaining? 
TM showed photos. 
 
Chair Sammon closed the public testimony portion of the item to the public. 
 
Discussion: 
PB - The cabin is still under the maximum height limit. 
AW - They are doing what they can to stay within the requirements. 
MS - They need 2 story to meet requirements. 

 
Motion to recommend approval with stated conditions and findings made by Streiff, seconded 
by Bauer, and approved.  

 

4. Conditional Use Permit/Cauley - Section 2, Shieldsville Township 
Roger & Nancy Cauley have applied for a Conditional Use Permit to elevate a cabin 
located within the floodplain. The property is described as: Part of the SW1/4 of the 
NE1/4 of Section 2, Shieldsville Township, Rice County, Minnesota. The property 
address is: 15274 Camp Winona Trl 4, Faribault, MN 55021. PID #: 09.02.1.50.905. 
The property is Zoned GDS, General Development Shoreland. 

 Motion by Peters, seconded by Bauer, to recommend approval of the Conditional Use 
Permit with the following conditions and findings for Roger & Nancy Cauley. This 
property is located in Section 2 of Shieldsville Township. 

RESULT:  Referred for Approval  [Unanimous] 
AYES: Streiff, Bauer, Sammon, Peters, Wells 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL - Cauley - Conditional Use Permit 
 
1. The Conditional Use Permit is for the elevating of the cabin and deck, by a method 
other than utilizing fill, above the regulatory flood protection elevation of 1072.1-ft, 
subject to compliance with all other applicable rules or regulations.  
 
2. The permittee shall comply with all rules, regulations, requirements, or standards of 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, 
Army Corps of Engineers and other applicable federal, state or local agencies.  
 
3. Failure to comply with these conditions may result in revocation of this permit.  
 
-------------------- 
Hearing Minutes:  
 
Zoning Administrator Trent McCorkell (TM) presented the request to the Planning 
Commission (PC).  
  
The PC asked the applicant, Roger & Nancy Cauley (RN & NC), to come forward to add 
comments or answer questions regarding the request. 
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RC - I have no additions or questions. 
TS - You are just raising the existing cabin? 
RC - Yes, one corner is falling which is why we need to replace/raise it. 
 
Chair Sammon opened the public testimony portion of the item to the public and no one 
spoke. 
 
Chair Sammon closed the public testimony portion of the item to the public. 
 
Discussion: 
MS - They are just trying to fix the cabin that is already there. 
PB - Lakes are great economic resource. It is neat to see a totally different world and it is 
good to see people putting money into fixing things and making them better. 

 
Motion to recommend approval with stated conditions and findings made by Peters, seconded 
by Bauer, and approved.  

 

5. Conditional Use Permit/Nelson - Section 28, Wells Township 
Todd Nelson, on behalf of T Nelson Properties LLC, has applied for a Conditional 
Use Permit for an electrical contractor office and equipment yard. The property is 
described as: Part of the S1/2 of the SE1/4 of the SW1/4 of Section 28, Wells 
Township, Rice County, Minnesota. The property address is: 4563 Cedar Lake 
BLVD, Faribault, MN 55021. PID #: 10.28.3.75.001. The property is Zoned A, 
Agricultural. 

 Motion by Peters, seconded by Wells, to recommend approval of the Conditional Use 
Permit with the following conditions and findings for Todd Nelson, on behalf of T 
Nelson Properties LLC. This property is located in Section 28 of Wells Township. 

RESULT:  Referred for Approval  [Unanimous] 
AYES: Streiff, Bauer, Sammon, Peters, Wells 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL - Nelson - Conditional Use Permit 
 
1. The applicant is to follow all Federal, State, County and Local rules and regulations.  
 
2. The conditional use permit is for an office and yard for an electrical contractor 
business. Changes to the business are not permitted without approval of a new/amended 
permit.  
 
3. The submitted site plan shall be followed.  
 
4. A stormwater management plan shall be created and implemented meeting all state, 
federal and local requirements.  
 
5. A portable toilet or restroom shall be on the site during all times of business use.  
 
6. Outdoor storage shall consist of trailers and equipment and be screened to the roadway 
and neighboring properties. Screening shall be achieved by storing items north of new 
building.  
 
7. All vehicles and trailers stored/parked outside shall be operable and have a current 
license.  
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8. Only business equipment owned or leased by the onsite business shall be stored on the 
site.  
 
9. All buildings shall meet building code for the intended use.  
 
10. Failure to comply with conditions may result in revocation of the conditional use 
permit.  
 
-------------------- 
Hearing Minutes:  
 
Zoning Administrator Trent McCorkell (TM) presented the request to the Planning 
Commission (PC).  
TM - There are blanks in condition #6 for discussion. 
MS - Was there ever a permit for this building? 
TM - The building was started before approval of the Conditional Use Permit. 
  
The PC asked the applicant, Todd Nelson (TN), to come forward to add comments or answer 
questions regarding the request. 
TN - Trent discussed the plan for office and equipment storage.  
TS - Have you seen the conditions, specifically #6. 
TN - Yes, I have seen the condition. 
CP - How much outdoor storage will occur? 
TN - Most outdoor storage will be behind sheds.   
PB - How many employees do you have? 
TN - Most of the employees go directly to job sites but we have 3 in town. 
MS - What is going to be stored outside? 
TN - Just trailers.  
TS -  Do we need screening? 
TN - Anything stored outside will be stored behind the building. 
JD - We could rewrite condition to say all outdoor storage must be stored behind shed. 
PB - Does the new building connect with the existing building? 
TN - Yes. 
MS - What is the definition of stuff to be stored? 
TN - Trailers and equipment. I want to keep the place looking nice. 
CP - Is there a storage concern for different trucks? 
PB - There is native screening to the east. 
TN - Yes, I might clean it up to see building/business from the road. 
TS - Let's reword condition #6. 
 
Chair Sammon opened the public testimony portion of the item to the public and no one 
spoke. 
 
Chair Sammon closed the public testimony portion of the item to the public. 

 
TM: offered rewording for condition #6. 

 
Motion to recommend approval with stated conditions and findings made by Peters, seconded 
by Wells, and approved.  

 

6. Conditional Use Permit/Schroers - Section 4, Wheatland Township 
Nicholas & Kristin Schroers have applied for a Conditional Use Permit for a 
landscape contractor business office and yard. The property is described as: Part of 
the S1/2 of the W1/2 of the NW1/4 of Section 4, Wheatland Township, Rice County, 
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Minnesota. The property address is: 3375 Kanabec Ave, New Prague, MN 56071. 
PID #: 01.04.2.50.003. The property is Zoned A, Agricultural. 

 Motion by Bauer, seconded by Streiff, to recommend approval of the Conditional Use 
Permit with the following conditions and findings for Nicholas & Kristin Schroers. This 
property is located in Section 4 of Wheatland Township. 

RESULT:  Referred for Approval  [Unanimous] 
AYES: Streiff, Bauer, Sammon, Peters, Wells 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL - Schroers - Conditional Use Permit 
 
1. The applicant is to follow all Federal, State, County and Local rules and regulations.  
 
2. The conditional use permit is for an office and yard for a landscaping contractor 
business. Changes to the business are not permitted without approval of a new/amended 
permit.  
 
3. The submitted site plan shall be followed.  
 
4. A stormwater management plan shall be created and implemented meeting all state, 
federal and local requirements.  
 
5. A portable toilet or restroom shall be on the site during all times of business use.  
 
6. Outdoor storage shall consist of vehicles, trailers, equipment and supplies and be 
screened to the roadway and neighboring properties. Screening shall be achieved by 
maintaining onsite trees and storing items behind the existing onsite trees.  
 
7. All vehicles and trailers stored/parked outside shall be operable and have a current 
license.  
 
8. Only business equipment owned or leased by the onsite business(s) shall be stored on 
the site.  
 
9. All buildings shall meet building code for the intended use.  
 
10. Failure to comply with conditions may result in revocation of the conditional use 
permit.  
 
11. No solid waste shall be stored or disposed of onsite. 
 
-------------------- 
Hearing Minutes:  
 
Zoning Administrator Trent McCorkell (TM) presented the request to the Planning 
Commission (PC).  
TM - There are blanks in condition #6 that will need to be discussed. 
TS - How did they get a Conditional Use Permit on both properties? 
TM - The descriptions for all were submitted. 
PB - It looks like there are two driveways off of the pole shed? 
TM - Yes, there is one property on each driveway but they loop together. 
  
The PC asked the applicant, Nicholas & Kristin Schroers (NS & KS), to come forward to add 
comments or answer questions regarding the request. 
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NS - I am asking for you to grant this Conditional Use Permit so I have permission for a 
seasonal landscaping business. We shut down in November and open back up in May. There 
will be a couple of part-time employees and one full-time employee. Most of the time the 
employees go directly to the job site. There will be outside storage for the skid loader, pick-
ups and trailers. Most of the other equipment will be stored in the shed. Some palletized 
material & boulders will be stored outside. There is already screening onsite. There are 
numerous pine trees and other trees planted onsite. 
CP - The trees go all the way to the road? 
NS - Yes. My father-in-law lives across the road. 
PB - Basically between the pole shed and North property line will be the area used for outside 
storage, correct? 
NS - Mostly yes. Eventually we would like to move some storage to the South side of 
property or at least see if it is a possibility. It is screened well and keeps equipment away 
from the house.  
PB - What about landscape material storage? 
NS - They would be stored in the same areas. The boulders are for my own house project. 
Any leftovers will be used for jobs.  
JD - If you want to use the South area for storage, you should get it approved now. 
NS - Yes, that would be a good idea. 
TM - The site plan would need to be amended to store on the South side of the property. 
NS - I can sketch a new site plan quick. 
 
 
Chair Sammon opened the public testimony portion of the item to the public and the 
following spoke: 
Ken Franek - I am the applicants father-in-law. I have no problem with the Conditional Use 
Permit. The driveway to the North is mine for access to alfalfa fields. The second driveway is 
legal and was approved by the township. I don't think there will be any issues related to 
storage. 
 
Chair Sammon closed the public testimony portion of the item to the public. 
 
Discussion: 
TS - Have you seen the conditions? 
NS - Yes. 
 
TM discussed rewording for condition #6. 
TM: I have another condition to add: No solid waste should be stored onsite. 

 
Motion to recommend approval with stated conditions and findings made by Bauer, seconded 
by Streiff, and approved.  

 

IV.  Adjournment  

Hearing no other items before the PC, a motion was made by Peters, second by Streiff, to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:04 pm. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Respectfully Submitted    Planning Commission 
 
 
 
         _____________________ 
Anna Aguilar       Tom Sammon, Chair 
Administrative Coordinator  
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